
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1585 March 27, 2012 
REPUBLICAN BUDGET TO END 

MEDICARE 

(Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas asked and was given permission 
to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 
Texas. Madam Speaker, I rise today in 
strong opposition to the Ryan Repub-
lican budget that will end Medicare as 
we know it. 

Reminiscent of last year, the Repub-
lican budget provides tax breaks for 
the millionaires and billionaires while 
ending the Medicare guarantees for our 
seniors, sticking them with the bill for 
rising health care costs. 

The proposals in the Republican 
budget lack balance and jeopardize the 
health and economic security of our 
Nation’s seniors. The 300,000 Texas sen-
iors, who have saved almost $200 mil-
lion on prescription drug costs since 
the Affordable Care Act was signed 
into law, will be forced back into the 
prescription drug doughnut hole. 

I urge my Republican colleagues to 
end this attack on our seniors, as they 
have already been through enough, and 
we have given the rich too much lee-
way while the middle class and the 
poor pay the bills. 
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REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Mr. HIMES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HIMES. Madam Speaker, as I re-
flect on where this country has been in 
the last 10 years, I see two wars fought 
at the cost of thousands of lives and $2 
to $3 trillion; tax cuts during a time of 
war—something unprecedented in this 
country’s history—and now we’re see-
ing more of the same: a Republican 
budget that would increase spending on 
defense, despite the fact that we spend 
more than every other country com-
bined on defense, and would provide tax 
cuts to the very wealthiest in this 
country. The Office of Management and 
Budget estimates that millionaires will 
see $150,000 in tax cuts with this budg-
et. 

So who pays? Anybody who relies on 
medical research for a cure or to stay 
healthy will pay. Our education will 
pay. Pell Grants and Head Start for 
poor children to get educated will be 
gutted. Medicare will pay. Medicaid 
will pay. In my district where high-
ways and railways are critical, invest-
ment in those things will be gutted. We 
all pay if this budget becomes law. I 
urge—implore—my colleagues to reject 
the Republican budget. 
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ALL FOR ONE AND THE ONE GETS 
ALL 

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. YARMUTH. Madam Speaker, a 
recent analysis of American tax reve-

nues revealed that in 2010, as our coun-
try was recovering from the Great Re-
cession, 93 percent of new income went 
to the top 1 percent of earners. That’s 
$288 billion more exclusively for the 1 
percent. I am sure my friends across 
the aisle were outraged that 7 percent 
could go to waste on the other 99 per-
cent of American families. 

Their solution: the Republican 1 per-
cent budget—a gift basket for million-
aires and billionaires. Inside is a per-
manent extension of the Bush tax cuts, 
which have created an income gap in 
this country on par with Cameroon and 
Rwanda. But the Republicans’ 1 per-
cent budget doesn’t stop there. It gives 
an additional tax break of $150,000 to 
people earning more than $1 million a 
year while dismantling Medicare, 
slashing education, transportation, and 
the social safety net to pay for it. 

I urge my colleagues to oppose this 
‘‘all for one and the one percent gets 
all’’ budget and to support a plan that 
reflects our Nation’s values of fairness 
and shared responsibility. 
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COMMENDING PRESIDENT 
OBAMA’S COMMITMENT TO DO-
MESTIC OIL PRODUCTION 

(Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam 
Speaker, rising gas prices are hitting 
families hard, adding to what is al-
ready a tough economic situation for 
our citizens across the Nation. 

That is why I commend President 
Obama for his all-of-the-above energy 
strategy, which includes a strong com-
mitment to domestic oil production. 
Oil and gas development has increased 
in every year of the Obama administra-
tion, and domestic oil production is 
now at an 8-year high. Furthermore, 
our foreign dependence on oil is at a 16- 
year low. Last year, we cut net oil and 
petroleum imports by 1 million barrels 
a day. 

President Obama has also offered 
millions of acres of land for lease and 
has improved safety measures to pre-
vent future spills. The President has 
also proposed opening up more undis-
covered offshore oil and gas resources 
for development in the Gulf of Mexico. 

I thank President Obama for his lead-
ership in increasing oil production so 
that our Nation, our country, will de-
pend less on imported foreign oil. 

f 

REJECT THE REPUBLICAN BUDGET 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. You hear a lot about 
the Ryan budget. I’ve chosen not to 
call it the ‘‘Ryan budget’’—it’s just my 
personal thing—because it becomes 
personal. So, when I criticize it, it 
seems like I’m criticizing a person 
when I’m not. I’m criticizing the Re-

publican Budget Committee from 
which it came, and I’m criticizing it 
because 62 percent of all the cuts in 
that budget will be aimed at low-in-
come individuals and seniors. The 
Medicare program is going to be 
threatened, and the AARP sent out a 
notice to all of its members explaining 
what would happen to Medicare if it is 
voucherized. 

We are the only Nation in the history 
of planet Earth to give tax cuts as we 
enter and then are in the middle of a 
war—2003, 2005—giving tax cuts in the 
middle of a war. Last year, the 22 larg-
est hedge fund managers earned $22 bil-
lion, and they paid only 15 percent on 
the tax of the capital dividends. The 
people who are watching this pay 27 to 
30 percent. 

It’s not right. We’ve got to reject this 
budget. 
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THE BUDGET AND MEDICARE 

(Mrs. DAVIS of California asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Madam 
Speaker, as my constituents remind 
me frequently, seniors have paid into 
the Medicare system their whole work-
ing lives. Seniors have done so with the 
understanding that, if they work hard 
and play by the rules, this country will 
provide for their health care needs dur-
ing retirement. That is why I am com-
mitted to working with my colleagues 
and the administration to ensure the 
survival of Medicare, and that is why I 
strongly oppose the Republican budget. 

The Republican budget would end 
Medicare by transforming it into a 
voucher program, and it would slash 
over $1 trillion in benefits over the 
next decade. So, with far less money in 
hand, our seniors would become de-
pendent on insurance companies to de-
cide the fate of their health care—in-
surance companies that could price our 
seniors out of the market or cut bene-
fits at will. Also, while the Republican 
budget takes from seniors to cut costs, 
it gives millionaires an average tax cut 
of at least—at least and I’ve seen larg-
er numbers—$150,000 in 2014. 

Our seniors deserve better. I look for-
ward to a real bipartisan effort to pre-
serve the promise of Medicare for fu-
ture generations. 

f 

REPUBLICAN BUDGET ENDS 
MEDICARE 

(Mr. LEWIS of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam 
Speaker, again this year, the Repub-
lican budget would end Medicare’s 
guarantee to our seniors. The Repub-
lican budget takes aim at the very 
heart of our moral obligation to our 
seniors. 

Medicare has been both a blessing 
and a lifeline for our seniors and the 
disabled. Our seniors have worked a 
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